FEDERAL ELECTIQN COMMIS5IOMN

WASHINGTON, TLL. 2463 RQ-2
William J. Merrison, Treagurer ' JUN @ 4
Friends of Mike Ferguson 0 42002
030 Stayvesant Avenue #17

Union, NJ 07083

Tdentification Number;  C00306195
Referznce: Aptil Quarterly (1/1/02-3/31/42)
[rear Wr. Morrison:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the repottis)
referenced ahove, The review raised questions concerning certain information contained
in the report{s). An itemization follows:

_Schedule A of your report discloses one of mare contnibutions which
appear to exceed the limits set forth in the Act (ses attached), You sheuld
examine all of your contributions 1o check for additional excessive
contributions.  The Committee’s procedurcs for processing contributions
shonld alzo be reviewed.

An individuza] or a political committee other than a gualified multicandidate
committee may not make a contribution to a candidate for federal office in
excess of 51,000 per election. A qualified multicandidate commitiee and
all affiliated conumitiees may not make & comiribution{s) to a candidats for
federnl office in excess of $5,000 per ¢lection. The term “"contribution”
includes any gift, subscription, loan, advance, or deposit of mangy or
anything of value made by any person for the purpose of influencing any
election for federal office. (2 U.B.C. 8441a{a) and (f); 11 CFR §110.1(b),

() and (k)

If any apparently ¢xcessive contribution in question was incompletely or
incorrectly disclased, you must amend your original report with the
¢larifying informaticn.




FRIENDS OF MIKE FERGUSON
PAGE 2

If aniy contribution you teceived exceeds the limits, you may have to refund
the excessive amount, The funds can be retained within sixty (60) days of
receipt if, (1) the excessive amount was propetly reaticibuted to another
person, such as a joint account holder, by obtaining sigmed written
authorizations from sach person making the contribution pursuant to 11
CFR 110.1(k}3), and (2) the treasurer informs the person making the
contribution that he or she may request the retum of the excessive portion
of the contribution if it is not intended to be a joint conttibution, Any
reguest from & donor for a refund must be honored.

Alternatively, the funds can be retained if within sixty (60} days of receipt,
e sxcessive amount was properly designated for a different election, by
obtaining signed written authorization from the conttibutor(s) pursuant to
11 CFR §110.1{b)(5) or §110.2(b}{3). Any requesi from a donor for a
refund must be honored.

If the fﬁmgﬂing conditions for reattributions or redesignations were not met
within 60 days of receipt, the excegsive amount must be refunded. See 11

CFR. §103.3(b)1).

Pleass inforin the Commission of your cortective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for any refund and/ o1 any
photocopies of letters reatributing or redesignating the contributions in
guestion, Refunds are reported on Line 20 of the Detailed Summeary Pege
and on a supporting Schedule B of the report covering the period in which
they are made. Redesignations and resttributions are reported Bs memo
entries on Schedule A of the report covering the period in which the
authotization for the redesignation and/or reattribution is received, (11

CER §104.8(d){2), (3) and (4)}

The acceptance of excessive contributions is a serions problem. Again, the
cormnittes’s procedures for processmg contributions should be exarmined
and corrected in order to aveid this problem. Although the Commission
may take further legal action, prompt action by you to refund or seek
redesignation and/or reattribution of the excessive amount will be taken
into consideration.

Commission Repulations rtequire that = committee disclose the
sdentification of all individuals who contribute in excess of §200 in an
election cycle. (11 CFR §i04.3(a){4)(1)) identification for an individual is
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defined as the full name, mailing address, occupation and name of
employer. (11 CFR §100.12) Your report discloses contributions from
individuals for which the identification is not complete.

You must provide the missing information, or if you are unable to do so,
you must demonsirate that “best efforts” have been used to obtain the
information. To establish “best efforts,” you must provide the
Commission with a detailed description of your procedutes for requesting
the information. Establishing ‘“best efforts™ is & three-fold process.

First, your original solicitation must include a clear and conspicucus
request for the contributor information and must inform the contribator of
the requirements of federal law for the repetting of such information. {1l
CFR §104.7(b)1)) See 1i CFR 3104 7(b)(1)(B) for examples of
aceeptable statements regarding the requirements of federal law.

" Second, if the information is not provided, you must make otle full{:w—ﬁp,
gtand alone effort to obtain this information, regerdless of whether the
contribution(s) was solicited or not. This effort must occur no later than 30

via mail, e-mail er telephoue documented in wuoting. (11 CFR §
104.7(0)(2Y) Fellow-up requests should be done, if necessary. These
reguests must be documented clearly in the form of written records. The
requests must:

» clearly ask for the missing information, without soliciting a contribution;

« inform the contributor of the requirements of faderal law for the reporing
of such information, and

e if the request is written, include 3 pre-addressed post card or return
envelope. :

Third, if you receive contributar infoomation after the contribution(s) has
been teported, you should either a) file with your next regulaly scheduled
report, an amended mema Schedule A listing all the contributions for which
additional jeformation was received, or t) file on or before your next
regularly scheduled reporting daie, amendments to the report(s) originally
disclosing the contribution(s). {11 CFR §104.7(b)(4))

Please provide the missing information and a detailed description of yu;.u'
procedures for requesting the information. For more information on
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demonstrating “best efforts,” plemse refer to the Campaign Guide for
Congressional Commitiees and Candidates.

-For fiture reports, please be advised that contriputions from mdian Ttibes
must be reported on Line 11(a)(i) of the Detailed Summary Page and
itemized on an accompanying Schedule A. Line 11{(c) should only be used
to report contributions from ather political committees. (2 U.5.C. §434)

“Your report discloses §243,241.29 in Operating Expenditures on Line 17,
Column A, of the Detailed Summery Page. Fach expenditore to & person
which in the aggregate is greater than 5200 for the election cycle must be
reported on Schedule B. "Pergon” ingludes an individual, partnership,
eotporation, assecietion, and publi¢ or private organization — other than an
agency of the United States Govenmuent. If necessary, please amand your
report. (11 CFR §104.3(B)4(HA))

A Tesponse O an amendment to your origine! report(s} correcting the ahove
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen (15) days
of the date of this letter. Electronic filers pust fila amendments (to inglude staterjents,
designations and reports} in an electronic format and st submit an gmended report in
its entirety, rather than jnst those portiong of the report that are being smended. If you
need assistance, please feel free to contact me on OWT toll-free numiber, (300) 424-9530 (at
the prompt press 1, then press 7 to reach the Reports Analysis Division). My local

mumber is (202) 654-1130.

Sincerely,

o

Anne Marie Brady
Roports Analyst
483 ' Reports Analysis Division




EXCESSIVE P = Primary Election

CONTRIBUTIONS ON G = General Elaction
THE 2002 APRIL QUARTERLY
REPORT

CONTRIBUTOR NAME | DATE AMOUNT | ELECTION
KOLB, MARK - | . 1er7in 1000 G
KOLB, MARK | | 115/02 500 G
THE FREEDOM PROJECT | 6/30/01 5000 . G
THE FREEDOM PROJECT 3/27/02 so00 | G

Faga 1 0f 1







